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Dr Economidis is a graduate of the Agricultural University of Athens and holds a PhD on
Biochemical Genetics from the University of Texas at Austin. His research was concentrated
on protein/nucleic acid interactions related to gene expression. He worked as research
associate in United States, in Belgium and in Greece. In 1987, he joined the Research General
Directorate of the European Commission where he developed research sectors in the interface
of Biotechnology and the Environment such as the safety of GMOs, topics of environmental
biotechnology, and issues on molecular diversity. In 2005, he joined the team which
developed the concept of the Knowledge Based Bioeconomy and developed sectors such as
Environmental Biotechnology, Molecular Diversity, Metagenomics, GMO safety and
Emerging Technologies serving Biotechnology such as the Synthetic Biology. He represented
his service in the European Federation of Biotechnology, the Working Party on
Biotechnology of the OECD and the EU-US Task Force on Biotechnology Research. He
retired from the European Commission on June 2010.He continued his activity as member of
advisory boards for several international activities. He served, also, as visiting professor at the
Universities of Athens and Crete. His latest appointment was with the International Hellenic
Universityoffering distance lectures on Bioeconomy, Biosafety, Bioethics and Sustainability
in a MSc programme of Bioeconomy, Biotechnology and Law.
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Cairo, Egypt, May 25, 1945
Greek

Divorced, 2 children

Agricultural College of Athens, Department of Plant Pathology and
Entomology.

University of Texas at Austin. Division of Biological Sciences, Laboratory
of Biochemical Genetics. Thesis supervisor : Prof. R.P. Wagner,
Fellowship from the Welch Foundation. Degree: Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.)



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2010 - 2015

Special Advisor of the Working Group on Synthetic Biology of the EU-US
Task Force on Biotechnology Research.

Member of the ERASynBio (FP 7 Development and coordination of
Synthetic Biology in the European Research Area)

Member of the Scientific Advisor Board of the project ST FLOW
(Standarization and orthogonalization of the gene expression flow for
robust engineering of NTN (new-to-nature) biological properties.).

Visiting Professor University of Athens, Division of Biology, Dept. of
Botany. Master Course on Microbial Biotechnology: Aspects of
Bioeconomy, Biosafety and Bioethics.

2004 - 2010 Principal Scientific Officer, Unit of Biotechnologies, European

2002 - 2004

1999 - 2002

1994- 1998

1987-1994

1983-1987

1984

1977-1983

Commission, Directorate-General Research
Brussels, Belgium

Principal Scientific Officer, Biotechnology and Applied Genomics
Commission of the European Communities

Directorate-General Research

Brussels, Belgium

Principal Scientific Officer, Cell Factory Unit
Commission of the European Communities
Directorate-General Research

Brussels, Belgium

Principal Scientific Officer, Biotechnology Unit

Commission of the European Communities
Directorate-General: Science, Research and Development
Brussels, Belgium

Scientific Officer, Biotechnology Division

Commission of the European Communities
Directorate-General: Science, Research and Development.
Brussels, Belgium

Senior Investigator at the International Institute of Cellular and Molecular
Pathology (ICP), Brussels, Belgium.

Visiting Scientist at the Institute of Cancer Research and Dept. of Human
Genetics and Development, College of Physicians and Surgeons,
ColumbiaUniversity of New York

Research Associate at the National Hellenic Research Foundation.
Biological Research Centre. Athens, Greece.



1981-1982

1978

1976-1977

1975-1976

1968-1970

Research Associate in Cell Biology at the Worcester Foundation for
Experimental Biology, Shrewsbury, Ma. USA.

Visiting Scientist at the DKFZ, Heidelberg, The Institute flrZellforschung,
FRG. (Director: Prof. C. E. Sekeris)

Research Associate at Nuclear ResearchCenter "Demokritos"; Biology
Division, Laboratory of Cellular Mechanisms.

Lecturer at the University of Thessaloniki, Greece; Department of General
Biology.

Fellowship from the Greek Atomic Energy Commission, at the Nuclear
ResearchCenter "Demokritos", Athens. Laboratory of Physiological
Genetics.



LANGUAGES

Greek, English, French.

AFFILIATIONS

American Society for Cell Biology, Greek Biochemical and Biophysical
Society, Greek Society of the Biological Sciences, Belgian Biochemical
Society, Hellenic  Biotechnology = Society, Scientific  Society
“Microbiokosmos”, International Society of Biosafety Research (Advisory
Board), Centre for Environmental Risk Assessment (Advisory Board). EC-
US Task Force on Biotechnology Research,

TEACHING

- Interdisciplinary lectures in Technoscope: an Advanced Course on
Technology Management and Strategy for Business Executives (2000-
2005). Technical University of Athens, GR.

- M.Sc. Graduate lectures on Bioeconomy and Bioethics of Plant
Biotechnology in the Institute of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology of
University of Crete (Heraklion), GR.

- M.Sc. Graduate lectures on the Bioeconomy of Microbial
Biotechnology. Biology Divisiont of University of Athens, GR.

- M.Sc. Graduate lectures on Biotechnology, Bioeconomy, Biosafety
and Bioethics. Interdepartmental Graduate Programme on Health and
Environment. Medical School of University of Athens, GR.

- MSc in Bioeconomy: Biotechnology and Law. Distance lectures on
Bioeconomy, Biosafety, Bioethics and Sustainability. International
Hellenic University.
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